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Introduction 

In an increasingly interconnected world, the concept of global citizenship has emerged as 

a critical educational paradigm. This paradigm, while easy to conceptualize, requires deep 

thought and consideration in its implementation, for while we must certainly act out of 

necessity to ensure our survival, it is equally clear that we must do so in a manner which 

takes into account the dignity, self-determination and the local realities of those impacted. 

Consequently, an invaluable global education of the future will require a far more robust 

and vigorous understanding of the causes of human suffering requiring us to go beyond 

mere “feel-good” sloganeering, or an egoistically driven sense of acting as if we inherently 

“know” what is best for others.  Hence this humanistic paradigm shift requires a dynamic 

synthesization between the inherent dignity of human life, with its penchant for egoistic 

objectives, and its true place within the Great Life system of all.   

Indeed, this latter approach aligns well with the teachings of the Buddhist organization 

Rissho Kosei Kai, founded by Nikkyo Niwano, which emphasizes engaged Buddhist 

principles such as, (i) all of existence is a part of the “Great Life”, (ii) cherishing every 

encounter, and (iii) putting others  we encounter first. These true North approaches 

underscore the importance of recognizing the inherent worth of every individual, while 

respecting diversity, and fostering selflessness and empathy— which are invariably core 

tenets that are essential for a future Global Citizenship Education (GCE). 

For a genuine GCE should of course aim to equip learners with knowledge, skills, and 

values needed to thrive in a diverse, interdependent world, without suggesting that set 

corporate, economic and/or political interests should automatically trump or usurp the 

socioeconomic and spiritual aspirations of those who may be suffering in silence or in 

abject poverty.   At its core CGE emphasizes understanding global issues, recognizing 

cultural diversity, promoting social justice and developing spiritual awareness. For future 

generations and the success of the planet, GCE is not just an academic subject but a 

transformative process that shapes responsible, active citizens capable of contributing to a 

more peaceful, equitable, and sustainable world. 



In a general sense, GCE should in many ways attempt to show that we are one people 

expressing ourselves through different societal expressions, that is a true GCE should have 

as its humanistic endpoint what is known in Japanese as “Itai Doshin”, “Many in Body or 

One in Mind”,  that notes that life at its core is people living their individual human 

experience while simultaneously recognizing the Great Life of the universe embraces all. 

 

I. The Need for Global Citizenship Education 

For the vast majority of the world, globalization has significantly altered the social, 

economic, and political landscapes of our world. With advancements in technology and 

communication, individuals and communities are more connected than ever before. These 

changes have brought about numerous opportunities but also complex challenges such as 

climate change, economic inequality, social injustice and the need for humanistic and 

spiritual connectedness. Addressing these global issues requires a collective effort and a 

new kind of education that fosters a sense of global responsibility and cooperation far 

beyond that which the Western world has heretofore put forth. 

Indeed, GCE responds to this need by promoting critical thinking, empathy, and action-

oriented learning. Furthermore, it encourages inquisitive students to look beyond their 

immediate surroundings and consider the broader implications of their actions. By 

understanding global interdependencies, learners can better appreciate their role in the 

world and feel empowered to make positive changes.  This later point dovetails nicely with 

the Buddhist concept of “Dependent Origination” in which one can realize for oneself that 

all phenomena are interdependent, interrelated and void of separate self. 

Core Principles of Global Citizenship Education 

1. Interconnectedness and Interdependence: GCE highlights the interconnected 

nature of the modern world. It teaches students how local actions can have global 

impacts and vice versa. This understanding helps students see themselves as part 

of a larger, global community and when properly aligned can show students the 

essential oneness of their life with all of life. 

2. Cultural Awareness and Diversity: Emphasizing respect for cultural diversity, GCE 

encourages students to appreciate different perspectives and traditions. This 

cultural awareness fosters mutual respect and reduces prejudice and xenophobia. 

3. Social Justice and Equity: GCE promotes a commitment to social justice and 

human rights. It encourages students to recognize and challenge inequalities and 

injustices in their communities and beyond. 



4. Sustainable Development: GCE integrates the principles of sustainable 

development, emphasizing the need for environmentally responsible behavior. 

Students learn about the importance of preserving natural resources and promoting 

sustainable practices. 

5. Peace and Conflict Resolution: GCE aims to cultivate a culture of peace by 

teaching conflict resolution and non-violent communication skills. It encourages 

students to engage in dialogue and collaboration to resolve disputes and build 

harmonious communities. 

II. Incorporating Values from Rissho Kosei Kai 

Rissho Kosei Kai, a Buddhist organization founded by Nikkyo Niwano, offers valuable 

insights that align with the principles of GCE. The organization's teachings emphasize "The 

Great Life," the principle of cherishing every encounter, and the practice of putting others 

first. These values can significantly enhance the ethos of GCE by promoting deeper 

spiritual and ethical dimensions of everyday human interactions into positive and life 

enhancing experiences. 

1. The Great Life: This concept encourages individuals to recognize the inherent worth 

and potential of every life. In GCE, this translates to fostering a sense of respect and 

responsibility towards all beings. By understanding the interconnectedness of all 

life, students can develop a deeper commitment to global well-being. 

2. Cherish Every Encounter: This teaching underscores the importance of valuing and 

respecting each interaction. In the context of GCE, it means recognizing the unique 

perspectives and experiences that each individual brings to the table. This principle 

can help cultivate empathy, understanding, and collaboration among students from 

diverse backgrounds. 

3. Putting Others First: Popularized by Nikkyo Niwano, this practice encourages 

selflessness and altruism. GCE can integrate this value by promoting service-

learning projects and community engagement activities that encourage students to 

think beyond their own needs and contribute to the greater good. 

4. Ten Humanistic or GCE Commitments tied RK spiritual core points above: 

a. Critical thinking: Practicing Good Judgment, by listening, 

asking questions and thinking for oneself. 

b. Ethical Development: Focusing on being in the moment a 

better person. 



c. Peace & Social Justice: Help others solve problems and 

handle disagreements in ways that are fair and equitable for 

all. 

d. Service and Participation: Helping your community and the 

world in ways that allow you to know that the hearts and minds 

of others. 

e. Altruism: Generosity without hoping for egoistic reward 

f. Humility: Being aware of one’s strengths and weaknesses and 

those of others so that all can grow. 

g. Environmentalism: taking care of the earth by recognizing that 

the person and the environment are one. 

h. Global Awareness: The True Good Neighbor policy, whereby 

there is an awareness that what you do locally impacts the 

world globally. We are more powerful than we think 

i. Responsibility:  Rather than a win/Lose paradigm, recognizing 

that what we do and say has consequences even if others are 

not are of them.  Just being a good person 

j. Empathy: Compassion to see the pain of others as my own 

and that we are one, Itai Doshin, Many in Body, One in mind. 

 

III. Implementing Global Citizenship Education 

Implementing GCE requires a holistic approach that involves curriculum development, 

teacher training, and community engagement. Here are key strategies for effective 

implementation: 

1. Curriculum Integration: GCE should be integrated into all subjects and grade 

levels. This can be done by incorporating global themes and perspectives into 

existing curricula. For example, a history lesson can include discussions on global 

movements and their impacts, while a science class can explore environmental 

issues from a global perspective. Indeed the ten identified points in 4 above have 

successfully developed in Business programs in the United States and elsewhere 

under the educational rubric of Humanistic Business practices. Hence this has real 

world practical curriculum design that can have global impact. 

2. Teacher Training and Professional Development: Educators play a crucial role in 

delivering GCE. Providing teachers with the necessary training and resources is 

essential for effective implementation. Professional development programs should 

focus on enhancing teachers' understanding of global issues and equipping them 



with strategies for fostering critical thinking and global awareness in the classroom, 

that goes far beyond win/lose paradigms and market maximization philosophies. 

3. Interactive and Experiential Learning: GCE should go beyond traditional 

classroom instruction, by offering internships and work study programs. In addition, 

experiential learning opportunities such as community service, international 

exchanges, and collaborative projects can provide students with hands-on 

experiences that deepen their understanding of global issues and foster a sense of 

global citizenship. 

4. Use of Technology: Technology can be a powerful tool for GCE. Online platforms 

and digital resources can connect students with peers from around the world, 

facilitating cross-cultural exchanges and collaborative learning. Virtual simulations 

and interactive tools can also help students explore global issues in an engaging 

and immersive way. 

5. Community and Parental Involvement: Engaging the broader community, 

including parents, in GCE initiatives can enhance their impact. Schools can 

organize community events, workshops, and discussions on global citizenship 

themes as indicated above to raise awareness and foster a collective commitment 

to global citizenship. 

IV. Challenges and Solutions 

While the benefits of GCE may be widely recognized, there are several challenges to its 

implementation. These include: 

1. Resistance to Change: Some educators and stakeholders may resist incorporating 

global citizenship themes into traditional curricula, viewing them as peripheral or 

politically charged. To address this, it is essential to highlight the relevance and 

importance of GCE in preparing students for the future. Demonstrating how GCE 

aligns with existing educational goals and standards can help build support. 

2. Resource Constraints: Implementing GCE can require additional resources, 

including training, materials, and technology. Securing funding and support from 

governments, NGOs, and private sectors can help address these constraints. 

Schools can also leverage free online resources and collaborate with other 

institutions to share best practices and resources . 

3. Cultural Sensitivity: Teaching about global issues requires cultural sensitivity, 

genuine respect and awareness. Educators must navigate diverse perspectives and 

ensure that all students feel respected and included. Providing teachers with 



cultural competency training, which goes beyond the superficial and promoting an 

inclusive classroom environment can help address this challenge. 

4. Assessment and Evaluation: Assessing the impact of GCE can be challenging, as 

its outcomes are often intangible and long-term. Developing assessment tools that 

measure students' understanding, attitudes, and behaviors related to global 

citizenship can help educators evaluate the effectiveness of GCE programs . 

V. The Role of International Organizations 

International organizations such as UNESCO, UNICEF, and the United Nations can play a 

vital role in promoting and supporting GCE. These organizations provide frameworks, 

guidelines, and resources that can help countries develop and implement GCE programs. 

They also facilitate international collaboration and knowledge sharing, fostering a global 

community committed to advancing global citizenship education. 

For example, UNESCO's Global Citizenship Education framework outlines key 

competencies and learning outcomes for GCE. It emphasizes the need for education 

systems to prepare learners to address global challenges and contribute to a more just and 

sustainable world. Similarly, UNICEF's work on education for global citizenship focuses on 

promoting children's rights and well-being, emphasizing the importance of empowering 

young people to be active global citizens. 

VI. The Impact of Global Citizenship Education 

The impact of GCE extends beyond individual learners to the broader society. Here are 

some of the potential long-term benefits: 

1. Empowered Individuals: GCE empowers individuals to take action on global 

issues. It fosters a sense of agency and responsibility, encouraging students to 

become active contributors to their families,  communities, countires and the 

world . 

2. Inclusive Societies: By promoting respect for diversity and cultural understanding, 

GCE helps build more inclusive and cohesive societies. It reduces prejudice and 

discrimination, fostering mutual respect and cooperation. 

3. Sustainable Practices: GCE encourages environmentally responsible behavior and 

sustainable practices. It equips learners with the knowledge and skills needed to 

address environmental challenges and promote sustainable development without 

exploiting local populations. 



4. Peaceful Communities: By teaching conflict resolution and non-violent 

communication, GCE contributes to the creation of peaceful communities. It 

encourages dialogue and collaboration, reducing the likelihood of conflicts and 

promoting social harmony. 

Conclusion 

Global Citizenship Education is a transformative approach to education that prepares 

future generations to navigate an interconnected world, by fostering a sense of global 

responsibility, cultural awareness, commitment to social justice, and spiritual awareness,  

The successful implementation of GCE requires a collaborative effort involving educators, 

policymakers, communities, and international organizations. By integrating global 

citizenship themes into curricula, providing teacher training, leveraging technology, and 

engaging the broader community, we can create an education system that nurtures 

responsible, active global citizens, not for the way the world is, but for the way the world 

can be. 

As we look to the future, the importance of GCE cannot be overstated. In a world facing 

unprecedented challenges and opportunities, educating for global citizenship is not just an 

option but a necessity.  

 


